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PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS

Statement of Core Prin-
ciples

PB001 Life on Earth is under im-
mense pressure. It is human activ-
ity,  more  than  anything  else, 
which is threatening the well-be-
ing of the environment on which 
we depend. Conventional politics 
has  failed  us  because its  values 
are  fundamentally  flawed.

The Green Party isn't just another 
political party. Green politics is a 
new and radical kind  of politics 
guided  by  these  core principles;

1. Humankind  depends  on  the 
diversity of the natural world 
for  its  existence.  We do  not 
believe that other species are 
expendable.

2. The  Earth's  physical  re-
sources  are  finite.  We 
threaten our future if  we try 
to  live  beyond those  means, 
so  we must  build  a  sustain-
able  society  that  guarantees 
our long-term future.

3. Every person, in this and fu-
ture  generations,  should  be 
entitled  to  basic material  se-
curity as of right. 

4. Our  actions  should  take  ac-
count  of  the  well-being  of 
other  nations,  other  species, 
and  future  generations.  We 
should  not  pursue  our  well-
being  to  the  detriment  of 
theirs.

5. A healthy society is based on 
voluntary  co-operation 
between  empowered  indi-
viduals in a democratic soci-
ety, free from discrimination 
whether  based  on  race,  col-
our,  gender,  sexual  orienta-
tion, religion, social origin or 
any other prejudice.

6. We  emphasise  democratic 
participation and accountabil-
ity by ensuring that decisions 
are taken at the closest prac-
tical level to those affected by 
them.

7. We look for non-violent solu-
tions  to  conflict  situations, 
which  take  into  account  the 
interests of minorities and fu-
ture  generations  in  order  to 
achieve lasting settlements.

8. The success of a society can-
not  be  measured  by  narrow 
economic  indicators,  but 
should take account of factors 
affecting  the  quality  of  life 
for all  people: personal free-
dom,  social  equity,  health, 
happiness  and  human  fulfil-
ment.

9. Electoral  politics  is  not  the 
only  way to  achieve change 
in society, and we will use a 
variety of methods to help ef-
fect  change,  providing  those 
methods do not conflict with 
our other core principles.

10. The Green Party puts changes 
in  both  values  and lifestyles 
at  the  heart  of  the  radical 
green agenda. 

Green Politics

PB101  "Only  after  the  last  tree 
has  been  cut  down,
Only after the last river has been 
poisoned,
Only after the last  fish has been 
caught,
Only  then  will  you  find  that 
money cannot be eaten." 

PB102 Like all creatures, human-
kind depends upon a healthy nat-
ural environment for its survival. 
Yet it  is  human  activity,  more 
than  anything  else,  which  is 

threatening the environment and, 
ultimately, threatening the future 
of  life  on  Earth as we currently 
know it. 

PB103 Conventional political and 
economic policies are destroying 
the very foundations of the well-
being of humans and other anim-
als. Our culture is in the grip of a 
value system and a way of under-
standing the world which is fun-
damentally flawed. 

PB104 Since the beginning of the 
Industrial Revolution, society has 
expected  continual  increases  in 
material affluence for the people 
of the world, and has therefore re-
lentlessly  pursued  the  goal  of 
economic growth.  Some nations, 
such as our own, have indeed be-
come  very  rich  and  yet  within 
them there is still  abject poverty. 
Meanwhile,  the  poor  nations  of 
the world are becoming poorer as 
wealth continues to be transferred 
to the rich nations from the poor 
ones. 

PB105 We cannot go on indefin-
itely  exploiting  and  wasting  the 
natural  resources  of  a  finite 
world. If humans continue to pro-
mote  policies  which  require  the 
unlimited  consumption  of  raw 
materials, it will lead not to more 
riches,  even  for  the  few,  but 
poverty for all. 

PB106  The pursuit  of  economic 
growth as a force driving over-ex-
ploitation of the Earth must cease 
to be an automatic aim of human 
societies.  We should instead aim 
to develop sustainable economies, 
which  improve  well-being  fo-
cused  on  human  values  rather 
than  consumerism.  Traditional 
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measures  of  economic  activity, 
such as GDP, should be replaced 
by  new  indicators  that  measure 
progress towards this aim. 

PB107  Traditional  politics  di-
vides humans from nature and the 
individual  from society. The  re-
jection of this way of seeing the 
world  is  fundamental  to  Green 
philosophy. Rather than set them 
against  each  other,  the  Green 
Party  seeks  healthy  interdepend-
ence of individual, nature and so-
ciety. 

PB108 As human beings,  we all 
have the potential to live co-oper-
atively  and  harmoniously  with 
each  other,  and  with  reverence 
and respect for the complex web 
of life of which we are a part. Yet 
it  has become increasingly obvi-
ous  that  this  potential  cannot be 
realised while basic human needs 
remain largely unmet. 

PB109  By basic needs we mean 
not  only the physiological  needs 
of  food,  water,  air,  shelter  and 
sleep,  but  also  psychological 
needs. These include the need for 
love, respect, autonomy, security, 
and  meaningful  activity  within 
our communities. 

PB110  The  fact  that  many 
people's  basic needs are not  met 
has  far  reaching  consequences. 
This  is  expressed as anxiety, in-
security,  and  aggressive  beha-
viour towards others, and exploit-
ation of their environment. These 
personal factors give rise to and 
are then perpetuated by, social in-
stitutions  which actively encour-
age  oppression,  pollution,  re-
source  depletion,  poverty  and 
military conflict. 

PB111 The Green Party therefore 
places both personal and political 
change at the heart of its response 
to  the  ecological  crisis  and  is 
committed to creating a society in 

which  individuals,  through  their 
ability to satisfy their basic needs 
more fully, are then able better to 
contribute to future sustainability. 
This  principle  is  reflected in the 
radical  Green  agenda  both  for 
changes in  values and lifestyles, 
and for reformed social, econom-
ic and political structures. 

PB112  The  Green  Party  values 
the  diversity  of  ways  in  which 
people  relate  to  each  other  and 
the natural environment. It seeks 
a  balance  between  a  number  of 
different processes which contrib-
ute  to  human  well-being,  rather 
than stressing one at the expense 
of  all  others.  It  refuses  to  treat 
any  single  value,  whether  free-
dom, wealth or equality, as a su-
preme  criterion  of  political  suc-
cess.  In  an  ecological  society  a 
wide  range  of  lifestyle  choices 
will  be  promoted  as  individuals 
and  communities  seek  to  estab-
lish  the  most  appropriate  means 
of implementing sustainability. 

Humans in the Environ-
ment

PB201  The  human  species  is  a 
latecomer  to  the  biosphere.  Our 
survival depends upon the contin-
ued survival of all the ecosystems 
which  evolved  before  us.  The 
Green  Party  therefore  sees  hu-
manity as necessarily a dependent 
part  of  the  natural  environment. 
When  human  activity  threatens 
the  environment  around us,  that 
activity  threatens our future sur-
vival.  Political  objectives should 
accept our dependence, not  seek 
to transgress it. We do not believe 
that any other species is expend-
able. 

PB202 Conventional  politics  has 
established human domination of 
the  exploitable  environment  as 
the basis of human power and the 
basis  for  hierarchies  of  wealth. 

Conventional politics ignores the 
environment's  complexity  and 
full  potential  value.  The  Green 
Party promotes policies which re-
spect  it,  based on  the  following 
key principles: 

PB203 Ecological Politics 
Each  organism  is  dependent  on 
other species and on the physical 
world  for  its  survival.  Whereas 
human  value  judgements  nor-
mally  focus  on  human  needs, 
value ultimately lies in the well-
being  of  the  whole  ecosystem. 
Western society  has  seen  nature 
as valuable only in so far as it is 
useful  to humans.  Where human 
"development"  has  irreparably 
damaged  the  ecosystem,  species 
have  been  driven  to  extinction, 
and the land is as useless for hu-
man  purposes  as  it  is  for  other 
species. 

PB204 Interdependence 
The Green Party  recognises that 
humankind depends on its envir-
onment  for its  welfare, and con-
versely that human activities have 
a critical impact on environment-
al processes, with serious implic-
ations for the welfare and survival 
of  other  species.  Therefore  the 
proper  relationship  between  hu-
manity  and  its  environment 
should be one of interdependence 
within it, not control over it. Like 
all  forms  of  life,  we  take  from 
others  and  give  back  in  return. 
We  should  ensure  that  human 
activities  contribute  to,  rather 
than destroy, the richness of life. 

PB205 Diversity 
The diversity of species living on 
this  planet  is  a  manifestation  of 
its ecological complexity. This di-
versity  sustains  and  strengthens 
all  ecosystems  so  that  they  are 
able to withstand shocks to their 
functioning,  such  as  earthquake 
or  disease.  The  Green  Party  re-
cognises the limits  of humanity's 
powers to observe and understand 
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natural  processes  and  therefore 
recognises the necessity for pro-
tecting  biodiversity  for  its  own 
sake.  The  maintenance  and  en-
hancement  of  biodiversity  is 
demonstrably beneficial to all life 
on earth, not just humans. 

PB206 Sustainability 
The  central  integrating  principle 
underlying  all  Green  Party 
policies is that all human activit-
ies  must  be  indefinitely  sustain-
able.  They  must  neither  use  re-
sources faster than they can be re-
placed,  nor  create  effects  or 
products which cannot be assimil-
ated indefinitely  by the environ-
ment. It is no longer valid to fol-
low  conventional  short-term 
political  planning  practices.  The 
long-term  consequences  of  any 
activity  must  always  be  con-
sidered  and  ideally  any  planned 
action  must  either  be  in  a  form 
that can be continued indefinitely 
or will  lead to a situation which 
can be indefinitely sustained. 

Humans in Society

PB301 Implementing the policies 
which  will  create  an  ecological 
society  will  necessarily  take 
many years. It will require a great 
deal of social change if we are to 
accommodate the massive  envir-
onmental  changes facing us.  We 
can, nevertheless, identify a num-
ber  of  principles  upon  which  a 
truly  sustainable  society  will  be 
based. 

PB302 Democracy 
A healthy society is based on vol-
untary  co-operation  between 
equal individuals in a democratic 
society. Those decisions  that  es-
tablish a secure basis for such co-
operation need to be taken by so-
ciety  as  a  whole  through  the 
democratic  processes,  but  other 
issues should be left to individu-
als and communities to decide for 

themselves. An ecological society 
will be made up of self-governing 
communities of a variety of sizes 
which will regulate their own so-
cial  and  economic  activities. 
Nothing  should  be  decided  at  a 
higher level if it can be decided at 
a lower one. But the Green Party 
accepts that regional and national 
governments  will  continue  to 
have an important role
. 
PB303 Equality
The  legitimate  interests  of  all 
people  are  of  equal  value.  The 
Green Party  rejects all  forms  of 
discrimination  whether  based on 
race, colour, sex, religion, nation-
al origin, social origin or any oth-
er prejudice. We accept the need 
for  social  institutions  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  powerless 
against the powerful. 

PB304 Human Rights 
The  fundamental,  inalienable 
rights  of  each  individual  in  a 
democratic  society  must  be  set 
out in a written constitution.  The 
Green Party promotes the imple-
mentation of policies which pro-
tect  human rights  and rejects all 
forms of exploitation for any pur-
pose  whatsoever.  Individual  hu-
man rights include the freedom to 
combine with others in common 
endeavours  in  representative  in-
stitutions  such  as  trade  unions 
and  community  groups.  The 
Green Party believes that human 
rights can only ultimately be pro-
tected by the watchful activity of 
such organisations within society. 

PB305  Rights of Future Gener-
ations 
The  suffering  of  future  genera-
tions as a result of global warm-
ing caused by current generations 
makes it  crucial that  their  rights 
are  recognised  and  championed 
by  organisations  within  society 
today. 

PB306 Minorities 

Majority rule is insufficient as the 
basis for resolving conflicts. The 
Green Party promotes non-violent 
solutions  to  conflict  situations. 
The interests of the minority and 
of future generations must be in-
cluded  in  non-violent  processes 
of conflict resolution in order to 
achieve lasting settlements. 

PB307 Internationalism
It  is  the  proper  role  of  govern-
ment  to  be  concerned  with  the 
well-being of its citizens, but this 
should not be pursued to the det-
riment of other nations or future 
generations. 

PB308  Basic  Material Security 
for Al  l  
Society  should  guarantee  access 
to  basic  material  security for all 
and should provide a wide range 
of opportunities  for personal ful-
filment  in  both  a  material  and 
non-material sense. If hardship is 
even a possibility, a sense of in-
security  will  prevent  individuals 
from  acting  in  accordance  with 
ecological constraints.  A guaran-
tee  of  security  will  not  ensure 
voluntary  ecological  behaviour, 
but it is a necessary precondition. 

Characteristics of a Sus-
tainable Society

Freedom

PB401  The  Green Party  affirms 
the importance of individual free-
dom and self expression. We be-
lieve  people  should  be  free  to 
make their own decisions on mat-
ters which do not adversely affect 
others.  Its  importance  lies  in 
valuing  the  opportunity  people 
have to make their own decisions, 
accept responsibility for them and 
develop in their own way. 

PB402 Our commitment  to free-
dom  necessarily  requires  certain 
restrictions.  Firstly,  wealth  and 
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power are often used to curtail the 
freedoms of the poor and power-
less. The protection of legitimate 
freedom therefore requires restric-
tions on oppressive activities. 

PB403 Secondly, individual free-
dom  should  not  be  exercised 
where  that  freedom  depends  on 
the  exploitation  or  harm  to  any 
person or group in society, or to 
the environment. Where the exer-
cise of such freedoms harms oth-
ers the Green Party believes it is 
legitimate that those rights should 
be curtailed. 

PB404  Thirdly,  individual  free-
dom  includes  the  freedom  to 
combine with others in common 
endeavours in such a way that de-
cision-making  powers  are deleg-
ated to representative institutions 
such as trade unions,  community 
groups and governments. 

Wealth

PB410  The  Green  Party  recog-
nises  that  our  wealth  must  be 
more broadly defined than simply 
including payment of money. We 
benefit  as  a  nation  from  the 
wealth  of  natural  resources 
around us such as clean air, rain-
fall, energy from the sun and the 
planet's biodiversity. Our society 
also  depends  upon  the  unpaid 
work provided by carers and vo-
lunteers. 

PB411  We reject  the  view  that 
wealth can be measured solely in 
monetary units,  a view which al-
lows its adherents to think it con-
sists  primarily  of  the  results  of 
human  labour.  This  error  has 
caused successive governments to 
pursue objectives which appear to 
increase the nation's wealth while 
in fact they reduce it. Symbols of 
wealth, like money, reinforce the 
error  and  dominate  political  de-
cision making. Economic growth 
is a poor guide to human welfare. 

PB412  New economic ideas,  in-
stitutions  and  organisations  are 
needed to reduce our dependence 
on  such  symbols.  Economic 
policy  should  be directed not  to 
maximising  the  forms  of  wealth 
that can be measured in monetary 
terms,  but  to  ensuring  that  the 
needs of all are met. 

PB413 A sustainable society can 
be prosperous, but it cannot have 
continually  rising  affluence.  We 
accept that there is a limit to the 
wealth  each  person  can  receive, 
and  this  is  true  no  matter  how 
much or how little work needs to 
be done  to  produce that  wealth. 
Some  redistribution  of  income 
will  be  required.  What  wealth 
there is must be shared in such a 
way that  everyone has a guaran-
tee  of  economic  security, other-
wise people will not heed ecolo-
gical restraints in their daily lives. 

Conservation

PB420 Under the present system, 
economic growth is supported by 
unlimited  consumption  of  both 
renewable and non-renewable re-
sources.  However,  in  a  finite 
world there is not an infinite sup-
ply  of  natural  resources.  The 
Green Party  recognises limits  to 
growth.  Limits  to  growth  are 
likely to be imposed primarily by 
resource depletion  and  the  ever-
increasing costs of pollution. Fur-
thermore,  land also is  in limited 
supply. An expanding world pop-
ulation  demands expanding food 
supplies.  Irresponsible  land  use 
planning,  degradation  of  land 
through  human  activity  and 
changes in land quality and avail-
ability  due  to  climate  change, 
mean that land must be managed 
in  such a way as to  ensure sus-
tainable human development and 
safeguard biodiversity' 

PB421 Conservation of land and 
natural resources will be very im-
portant in order to protect the nat-
ural  environment  from pollution 
and degradation. The Green Party 
believes  that  technologies  which 
promote  reuse  and  recycling  of 
materials and products should be 
given priority over the production 
of  goods  from  newly  generated 
resources. We believe our towns 
and cities should be structured in 
such  a  way  as  to  maximise  re-
source conservation. 

Progress and Technology

PB430 We value the processes of 
researching  and  developing  new 
technologies.  However,  they 
should  not  be  considered  self-
evidently  desirable,  nor  should 
lifestyles based on more complex 
technologies be considered neces-
sarily superior to lifestyles based 
on simpler ones. All too often the 
expression  'You can't  stop  pro-
gress' is  used to express despair, 
and  aptly  describes  a  society 
which knows it  is  regressing but 
has not found the means to stop. 

PB431 Technology, like other as-
pects of human culture, needs to 
be  used  selectively  and  within 
limits.  The path of technological 
development is not a given, but a 
choice  made  by  society.  We 
should choose to develop techno-
logies  that  are inherently benefi-
cial to the common good. 

Empowerment

PB440 Power is simply our abil-
ity to be effective, but it takes dif-
ferent forms. 'Power over' is dys-
functional,  succeeds  only  at  the 
expense of others and should  be 
limited and contained. 'Power to', 
or empowerment, is our potential 
to  co-operate  and  take  control 
over our own lives. Organisations 
which have based themselves on 
empowerment  have  found  that 
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they  are  as  successful,  if  not 
more, at achieving their aims, and 
have  delivered  considerable  so-
cial and environmental benefits. 

PB441 However, 'power over' re-
mains the dominant  force in our 
hierarchical,  competitive  society. 
We have to engage with it, but we 
do so only in order to transform 
it.  This  requires changes in law, 
culture and economics. 

PB442 The Green Party does not 
believe there is an automatic mor-
al  obligation  on  all  people  to 
obey their governments.  It  seeks 
to maximise  the extent to which 
obedience  to  laws  is  based  on 
consent  and  minimise  the  need 
for  conformity  through  de-
terrence. We believe there are oc-
casions  when  individuals  and 
groups  in  society  may  openly, 
and peacefully, protest  at  an un-
just law or practice through civil 
disobedience. 

PB443  We  seek  a  society  in 
which people are empowered and 
involved in making the decisions 
which  affect them.  We advocate 
participatory  and  democratic 
politics.  Leadership  should  al-
ways be accountable, consensus-
driven  and  moral.  We reject the 
hierarchical  structure  of  leaders 
and followers. 

Property

PB450 The Green Party believes 
that,  since human well-being de-
pends on the use of land and its 
physical resources, property laws 
should be designed to ensure that 
all have access to the things they 
need. All those who have a stake 
in property should have a real say 
in  how it  is  managed.  Common 
goods  need  to  be  accountably 
managed by the community  that 
depends on them. 

PB451 Property laws should per-
mit neither states nor individuals 
to treat their property in whatever 
way  they  choose.  Instead  they 
should  aim  to  ensure  that  all 
people, where they wish it,  have 
their needs met through access to 
the land and its  resources, while 
maintaining its quality for future 
generations. Property laws should 
therefore impose duties  on own-
ers as well as granting rights. 

Work

PB460  The  Green  Party  recog-
nises  that  work  plays  a  central 
part  in  a  healthy  and  balanced 
life. People have a natural desire 
to  make  a  contribution  to  the 
common good. 

PB461  We therefore oppose  the 
view of work which treats it as an 
unfortunate  necessity  to  be  per-
formed  by  machines  whenever 
possible  and  we  oppose  the  re-
duction of people's working lives 
to  a  series  of  simple,  repetitive 
activities.  Labour-saving devices 
may be valuable in some circum-
stances,  but  not  all.  We believe 
that access to creative, rewarding 
work  is  a  fundamental  human 
right.  We also  oppose  the  view 
that hard work is to be praised for 
its  own sake. A healthy life is a 
balanced one,  including time for 
both work and leisure. 

PB462 The quality of work is as 
important  as  the  quantity.  As 
working  practices  adapt  to  new 
technologies,  there is an increas-
ing divide between the work that 
needs to be done and the paid em-
ployment  which  provides  in-
comes. The Green Party believes 
that  employment  policies  should 
aim  to  match  the  work  which 
needs to be done with the abilities 
of people. 

Strategy

PB501  We do  not  believe  that 
there is  only one way to change 
society, or that we have all the an-
swers.  We seek  to  be  part  of  a 
wider green movement that works 
for  these  principles  through  a 
variety  of  means.  We generally 
support those who use reasonable 
and  non-violent  forms  of  direct 
action to further just aims. 

PB502 Our beliefs will  bring us 
into  conflict  with  those commit-
ted to material affluence, the ac-
cumulation of power and the un-
sustainable  exploitation  of  the 
Earth. We are always ready to ne-
gotiate with those who oppose us, 
and seek fair settlements that re-
spect their needs for security, self 
esteem and freedom of choice. 

PB503  We will  even work with 
those who disagree with us where 
sufficient common ground can be 
found to do so. However, we do 
not seek power at any price, and 
will  withdraw our support  if  we 
are asked to make irreversible or 
fundamental compromises.

PB5


	Statement of Core Principles
	Green Politics
	Humans in the Environment
	Humans in Society
	Characteristics of a Sustainable Society
	Freedom
	Wealth
	Conservation
	Progress and Technology
	Empowerment
	Property
	Work

	Strategy

