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ANIMAL RIGHTS
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Background

AR100 The expansion and devel-
opment of human society has in-
evitably affected the lives of
many other species. Disruption to
their lifestyles has been both ac-
cidental and deliberate and has
resulted in suffering, death or
even extinction. The prevailing
assumption that animals can be
used for any purpose that benefits
humankind is not acceptable in a
Green society.

Long Term Aims

AR200 To eliminate the whole-
sale exploitation of other species,
foster understanding of our inter-
relationship in the web of life and
protect and promote natural habi-
tat.

Short Term Aims

AR300 To stimulate public
awareness of the rights and needs
of animals, to pass appropriate
legislation to act by both inform-
ing the electorate and implement-
ing suitable district policies.

Policies

AR400 As part of the Environ-
ment Commission (see PL410), a
section will be set up dealing with
the welfare of all animals, wild
and domesticated, to oversee their
treatment and make appropriate
recommendations.

AR401 Local Authorities to pro-
vide a local Animal Rights Offi-
cer with adequate staff to oversee
animal warden schemes, etc., and
to liaise with the Animal Welfare
Department of the Environment
Commission.

AR402 To take pressure off wild
animals by voluntarily limiting
our population, by actively dis-
couraging and penalising pollu-
tion and by preserving and restor-
ing stable habitats. (see *‘Pollu-
tion’)

AR403 The expanding livestock
industry contributes to animal
suffering and destruction and pol-
lution of the environment. It is
also energy intensive rather than
labour intensive, and contributes
to world starvation. We would
therefore encourage a reduction in
consumption of animal produce
and promote the development and
use of foods which are more
healthy and humane. (see ‘Food’)

AR404 People in educational es-
tablishments should have the
choice of both eating and, in the
case of Catering and Home Eco-
nomics courses, preparing vege-
tarian and vegan foods. We will
therefore:

a) instruct the Department of
Education and Science to
make provision for vegetarian
and vegan meals to be a com-
pulsory part of the syllabus
for all catering certificates,
and,

b) produce comprehensive in-
formation on vegetar-
ian/vegan diets for distribu-
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tion to all Local Authorities
together with instructions that
a vegetarian/vegan choice of
meal be made available at all
education establishments
within the Authorities' remit.

AR405 To prohibit the import,
export and sale of all fur, whether
wild caught or factory farmed,
and to ensure a ban on fur farm-
ing in the UK stays in place. The
import of other animal products
such as ivory, reptile skins and
whale oil, will be prohibited.

AR406 To encourage ecological
farming in small free-range units,
prohibit live export and minimise
the internal live transport of farm
animals, abolish the piece rate
system in abattoirs, and otherwise
improve market and slaughter-
house conditions, and phase out
all forms of intensive farming,
including fish farms. We will also
prohibit the import of any animal
commodities not produced by
methods acceptable to UK stan-
dards. (see ‘Agriculture”)

AR407 The Green Party is op-
posed, on scientific and ethical
grounds, to the harmful use of
animals in research and for medi-
cal purposes and would ban all
research and medical practice
which harms animals, including
harmful procedures used to obtain
animal derived materials. 'Harm-
ful' is defined in this context as
‘having the potential to cause
pain, suffering, distress, lasting
harm or death in animals, except
where it is designed to benefit the
individual animals concerned'.
Government research funds will
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be transferred from animal tests to
superior non-animal technologies,
including epidemiology, com-
puter models, micro-dosing, DNA
chips, Microfluidics chips and the
use of human tissue. Greens
would also fund more research
into prevention of disease, look-
ing at diet, environment, family
history and lifestyle.

AR408 The Green Party is op-
posed to the harmful use in edu-
cation of animals and of animal-
derived materials where the ani-
mals have been killed specifically
for this purpose. The Party sup-
ports the replacement of the use
of animals and animal material
with methods such as models,
mannequins, mechanical and
computer-based simulators, films
and interactive videos, plant ex-
periments and observational and
field studies, and human studies
including  self-experimentation.
The Party supports the educa-
tional use of animal cadavers and
animal-derived materials where
these have been ethically sourced,
such as animals who have died
naturally and animals who have
been euthanased for humane rea-
sons.

AR409 The Party is opposed to
the wholesale breeding, manipu-
lation and destruction of those
animals who are chosen as com-
panions to the human race. We
will introduce measures to regu-
late the care and conditions for
such animals including a two-tier
system of dog-licensing [breeding
and non-breeding], licensing of
all animal breeders and dog own-
ers, subsidised spaying and neu-
tering, the implementation of
good animal warden schemes and
a prohibition on the import of
exotic animals for the pet trade.

AR410 Patents will not be
granted on any animal and strict

controls will be introduced to
prevent genetic manipulation for
profit or curiosity. (see ST363)

AR411 To extend the 1911 Pro-
tection of Animals Act to protect
both captive and non-captive ani-
mals from unnecessary suffering.
This will be used to prohibit hunt-
ing with hounds, shooting, snar-
ing, coursing and various other
abuses of our animal population.
The Green Party is fundamentally
opposed to all blood-sports. We
oppose the killing of, or infliction
of pain or suffering upon, animals
in the name of sport or leisure,
and will work to end all such
practices.

AR412 To amend the Firearms
Act to prohibit the use and private
ownership of firearms and lethal
weapons, such as air rifles, cross-
bows, etc., except on registered
premises.

AR413 In view of the fact that
animal acts in circuses are cruel
and degrading to performer and
observer alike, we will immedi-
ately prohibit the import of, and
sale from other sources of, all
animals to circuses. We will im-
mediately prohibit the use of ani-
mals in circuses and will encour-
age the re-homing of all existing
circus animals to sanctuaries or
other suitable establishments with
relocation to the wild wherever
possible.

AR414 To abolish zoos and pri-
vate collections of animals except
where they are for the benefit of
the animal concerned. Licences
will only be granted to establish-
ments involved in either captive
breeding of endangered species
for eventual return to the wild or
else those offering genuine sanc-
tuary to animals unable, through
injury and other cause, to be re-
turned to the wild and where their
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living conditions are as close as
possible to the animal's natural
habitat.

AR415 To control and monitor all
racing involving animals. In par-
ticular, all racing animals ex-
ported will be subject to a sub-
stantial tariff in order to prevent
abuse of retired/unsuitable ani-
mals. Horse racing/Point to Point:
whips will not be allowed,
tougher penalties will be applied
for drug offences and minimum
age/maximum jump heights and
course lengths will be introduced
in line with RSPCA recommenda-
tions. All pigeon racers will regis-
ter with their local Animal Rights
Officer to ensure welfare stan-
dards; race lengths will be re-
stricted. Greyhound racing: ade-
quate arrangements will be made
for the re- homing of retired dogs.

AR416 The Green Party will en-
deavour internationally to initiate
and develop an Animal Rights
Division within the United Na-
tions Organisation.

AR417 The Green Party opposes
all lethal or harmful uses and
treatment of cetaceans (whales,
dolphins, porpoises). In particu-
lar, whaling is a premeditated,
deliberate and unnecessary cause
of animal suffering. It is not justi-
fied even if supposedly under-
taken as ‘scientific research' or
'subsistence hunting' rather than
for commercial profit. It endan-
gers the survival of various ceta-
cean species. The Green Party
condemns those governments
who seek, through the Interna-
tional Whaling Commission and
otherwise, to continue whaling.
We call on all governments to
outlaw whaling. The Green Party
is fundamentally opposed to all
lethal and harmful commercial
utilisation of cetaceans. This in-
cludes all whaling, so called sci-
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entific whaling and any whaling
conducted under the cover-all of
‘aboriginal subsistence whaling'.
The Green Party opposes any
move to end the current morato-
rium on commercial whaling. We
call on all nations to declare the
waters under their control havens
from whaling, to provide sanctu-
ary throughout those waters for
cetaceans, and to co-operate in
achieving global sanctuary for
cetaceans in the longer term.

AR418 Xenotransplantation: The
Green Party would abolish re-
search into, and the practise of
xenotransplantation (the trans-
plantation of nonhuman animal
organs, genetically engineered or
otherwise, into human beings).
Treating nonhuman animals as
"spare part" factories is both im-
moral and inhumane, and is there-
fore completely unacceptable in
an ecological society. Xenotrans-
plantation is yet another instance
of corporate profit being priori-
tised over public health and the
rights of nonhuman animals.
Xenotransplantation carries the
grave danger of virus transferral
from nonhuman animals to hu-
mans, raising the real possibility
of the unleashing of an epidemic
amongst the human population.

The Green Party would promote
more sensible and effective ap-
proaches to enhancing health,
such as preventative health meas-
ures, increasing the pool of hu-
man donors, research into artifi-
cial organs, and the surgical re-
pair of damaged organs.
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